THE   NEUTRALS
Diplomats standing helpless  before  this  dfawerful of mysteries!)
London had sent simultaneous questions to Berlin and
Paris about Belgium. Paris promised to observe the treaty,
Jagow evaded the question, saying that his answer Would
betray   Germany's   strategic   plans.    Courtly   old   M*
Davignon, the Foreign Minister in Brussels, nods; he sees
here confirmation  of his  old suspicions.  He  sends a
gentleman over to the German Minister to give him a
hint. The messenger repeats to the  German England's
question and France's reply, adding that the Frenchman,
proposes to publish his declaration officially,  through
to-day's Brussels Press. Thereupon Von Beic% 'sits up m
his chair, looks—according to the report—H$t the ceiling
with half-closed eyes, and repeats all that has been said
with  phonographic  accuracy.   Then  he  expresses   his
thanks to the Minister, offers his visitor a cigarette tQ
mark the close of the official conversation, and says in a
wholly altered voice: "/ am quite convinced that Belgium
has nothing to fear from Germany. We shall certainly give the
same declaration.' *
Embarrassment in palace, ministry, and capital; the whole land quakes as before a coming tempest. Aghast they wonder: 'How could we leave the siege guns which we ordered from Krupp lying there in store, long after they were ready, merely because our earthworks were not finished. What folly!'
King Albert, quiet, cautious, intelligent, a Hohen-zollern on his mother's side, interested in naval com-^tmction, Alpine climbing, travelling, and the Congo, leanings towards modern art,  Saint Saens,   C^sar ;   the  Queen,   beautiful,   like   many   Bavarian ghter of the venerable Duke Karl Theodor, d0ctor out of inclination, and restored the ttousamds of poor creatures out of humanity-
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